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TECH MUSEUM HONORS BAY AREA’S WE CARE Solar
AS A 2011 TECH AWARDS LAUREATE   

Maker of life-saving “Solar Suitcase” is One of 15 Innovators Recognized
 for Applying Technology to Benefit Humanity

(BERKELEY, Calif.) Sept. 15, 2011 – WE CARE Solar was today named as a laureate of The Tech Awards 2011 in recognition of its work to reduce maternal and infant morbidity and mortality in the developing world by providing solar electricity for lighting and communications. 

WE CARE (Women’s Emergency Communication and Reliable Electricity) was one of 15 global innovators recognized for applying technology to benefit humanity and spark global change. The Tech Awards, a signature program of The Tech Museum, and presented by Applied Materials, Inc., selected WE CARE Solar from among hundreds of nominations representing 54 countries. 
WE CARE Solar addresses the lack of electricity in health clinics and hospitals in the developing world, where midwives and surgeons are often forced to conduct medical procedures in near-darkness or with candles and kerosene lanterns. The Solar Suitcase is a portable, cost-effective solar electric system that fits in a carry-on suitcase. It powers critical lighting, communication and medical devices and facilitates timely and appropriate emergency care. In 2011, more than 100 Solar Suitcases will be in operation in 14 countries, including Nigeria, Liberia and Haiti. 
“A lack of electricity severely impairs the ability to deliver care at 300,000 health facilities around the world,” said Dr. Laura Stachel, the Berkeley obstetrician/gynecologist who co-founded WE CARE in 2009. “Using solar technology to power LED lights, mobile communications, blood bank refrigerators and other medical devices means women can deliver babies more safely and hospitals need not turn people away at night.”
“We are scaling up in manufacturing, distribution, training and servicing around the world,” said Hal Aronson, WE CARE’s co-founder and director of technology. “Recognition by the Tech Museum will help us build partnerships to accelerate the deployment of renewable energy solutions that help mothers and babies worldwide.” 
The Tech Awards: Technology Benefiting Humanity is one of the premier annual humanitarian awards programs in the world, recognizing technical solutions that benefit humanity and address the most critical issues facing our planet and its people. The awards program honors 15 scientists and innovators annually alongside the recipient of the Global Humanitarian Award. Laureates are selected by a prestigious panel of international judges organized by the Center for Science, Technology, and Society at Santa Clara University, and made up of Santa Clara University faculty as well as leaders from educational and research institutions, industry and the public sector around the world. One Laureate in each category will receive a $50,000 cash prize during the annual Awards Gala in Santa Clara, Calif., on October 20.
“The global challenges of the day have become increasingly strident, more deeply rooted,” said David Whitman, Vice President of Signature Programs at The Tech Museum. “Still, there is hope. These incredibly impressive Laureates have all proven to be equal to, or better than, the challenge to make the world a better place. By celebrating their accomplishments today, we are encouraging future innovators to work toward solutions to make the world healthier, safer and more sustainable.” 

About The Tech Museum 

The Tech Museum is a hands-on science and technology institution designed to engage people of all ages and backgrounds in experiences that educate, inform, provoke thought, and inspire action. Ensconced in the heart of Silicon Valley, the museum captures the spirit of the region through innovative content and programs such as The Tech Challenge, our annual team design competition for youth, and the internationally renowned The Tech Awards, which recognizes technology to benefit humanity. Daily, The Tech Museum celebrates the present and encourages the development of pioneering ideas for a more promising future. 
For more information about The Tech Awards, visit The Tech Awards. For more information about The Tech Museum, visit The Tech Museum or contact: Roqua Montez, The Tech Museum of Innovation, (408) 795-6225, lcroel@thetech.org
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